
 
35 Gatehouse Drive, Waltham MA 02451 

Skyhawk Therapeutics Scientist/Senior Scientist, Oncology Biology  
Skyhawk Therapeutics is seeking a Scientist/Senior Scientist in Oncology Biology to join 
the talented, growing startup in Waltham, MA.  
 
The successful candidate will have the opportunity to develop new projects, as well as 
contribute to the progression of Skyhawk’s existing portfolio in RNA-targeting small 
molecule therapeutics. Skyhawk is seeking a highly qualified molecular and cellular 
biologist to implement assay development and screening techniques towards 
advancing small-molecule drug discovery programs. As part of interdisciplinary project 
teams, the successful candidate will contribute to moving projects from target 
assessment and early discovery to hit-to-lead optimization, including recommendation 
of molecules for in vivo studies. The candidate will also explore mechanism of action, 
therapeutic strategies, and pharmacodynamic responses in preclinical models. 

 
Skyhawk’s mission is to develop small molecule therapeutics to modulate RNA 
expression targeting a broad range of diseases, from rare neurological conditions to 
cancers. Skyhawk uses a set of proprietary tools on the forefront of RNA technology to 
quickly yield preliminary drug candidates. Our goal is to develop novel treatments for 
some of the world’s most intractable diseases. 
 
Position Overview 
The ideal candidate will be able to leverage existing and develop novel experimental 
tools to enhance Skyhawk’s drug discovery programs, both internally as well as 
externally through strategic collaborations, advancing the field as a whole. The 
candidate may publish with leaders of the field, advancing RNA targeting small 
molecules primarily in Oncology area.  
 
Job Responsibilities: 
• Design and execute target validation experiments using tool compounds or genetic 

approaches (CRISPR, shRNA or siRNA) 
• Supervise the work of research associate scientist(s) executing work plans designed 

by the candidate.  The extent of supervisory responsibilities will depend on the 
candidate’s experience and demonstrated ability to manage projects 

• Develop cell-based assays for both high and medium throughput screenings and 
elucidating MOA for oncology programs  

• Demonstrate innovation in research/planning and experimental design, and possess 
an excellent command of the research literature and databases 

• Participate in multi-disciplinary project team meetings and serve as key 
representative from oncology biology 

• Review technical publications, articles and abstracts in the field 
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• Contribute to both lead identification and optimization programs using methods 
encompassing all aspects of drug discovery 

• Oversee coordination of CROs and other external collaborators to ensure timeliness 
and progression of projects is in line with internal project plans  

• Summarize/report data and generate presentation materials. Expected to present at 
lab and group meetings, as well as external meetings, and to provide 
materials/slides for other scientists at project or company level 

 
Education/Skills/Experience Requirements:  

• Doctoral degree in molecular biology, cell biology, or a related field and 2-3 
years of postdoctoral research experience with a deep knowledge of oncology, 
molecular and cell biology techniques with a proven track record of scientific 
publications 

• Knowledge and experience in cancer biology including target validation and 
genomic data analysis is required. Experience in small molecule drug discovery, 
RNA biology is desirable, but not required 

• Expertise in techniques is required in the following areas, target validation 
(CRISPR, shRNA/siRNA), cell line generation using retroviral or lentiviral systems, 
qPCR, clonogenic assays, mammalian cell culture/single clone isolation; 
demonstrated ability to troubleshoot quickly and efficiently 

• Experience working with oncology animal models (CDX, PDX, and/or GEMM) is 
desirable, but not required 

• Familiarity with next generation sequencing approaches including RNAseq and 
ability to collaborate with genomics/bioinformatics group in design and 
interpretation of studies 

• Excellent written and oral communication skills. Excellent interpersonal and team 
skills; track record of success working collaboratively across disciplines 

• Ability to think critically, make timely decisions, and manage deadlines. 
Flexibility and willingness to grow and learn within a highly dynamic 
environment 

• Thoughtful, good listener and collaborative! 
 

 
Terms of Employment: 
Reports to: Director, Biology  
Position: Full-Time 
Start Date: September 2019 
Location: Skyhawk Therapeutics, Waltham, MA   

To Apply: 
A COVER LETTER IS REQUIRED. Please explain why this job is of interest to you. Detail 
your strengths and weaknesses as they pertain to the requirements and responsibilities 
of this position. Resumes should include publications and relevant laboratory 
experience 



 
 

Contact Information:  
How to Apply Email Resume & Cover Letter 
When to Apply Immediately 
Contact Wei Lu, Senior Director of Oncology Biology, wlu@skyhawktx.com  
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